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including this one – are completely unrelated to, and 
have no impact on, annual state aid to a school district. 

Q18 Why, after 25 years, are the modulars a problem?
A18 The temporary modulars have outlasted their esti-
mated time span of five years and have been identified by 
the NJ Department of Education as a security concern. A 
permanent structure will provide an improved learning 
environment for all students, including those with spe-
cial needs – speech, O/T and P/T sessions are conducted 
in cubicles in the hallways of the modular. 

Additionally, the permanent structure will provide add-
ed safety and security for all students by eliminating the 
need for students and staff to exit the main building to 
attend classes in the modulars.

Q19 Why did the district select trailers 25 years ago, 
rather than build a permanent structure?
A19 Trailers were the most cost-effective option at the 
time. The plan always was to replace them with a perma-
nent structure.
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the most important factors considered by home-
buyers.

•  Buying a home in a good school district makes 
good business sense – good schools can help main-
tain home values during market fluctuations.

•  Exceptional schools bolster property values and 
strengthen communities.

Q15 What makes East Amwell School exceptional?
A15
•  High achieving, academically rigorous school that 

challenges each student to reach his or her full 
potential.

•  Small class sizes proven to foster student success.

•  Wide range of academically challenging classes 
and extracurricular activities prepare students for 
success in high school, college and careers.

•  Exceptional programs that meet every student’s 
unique needs, from those with special needs to 
those who thrive with challenging academics.

•  Rare opportunity for children to experience securi-
ty of small town life, while preparing for success in 
fast-paced society.

Q16 Why does this Referendum qualify for  
state aid?
A16 The East Amwell Board of Education is proac-
tively making improvements identified by the NJ De-
partment of Education as necessary to provide a safe 
and secure environment to meet current educational 
standards. An approved referendum demonstrates 
that the community and district are willing to invest 
in our school and the state is willing to provide aid. 
This helps balance the district’s budget over time and 
improves the school climate. 

Q17 Will the Referendum affect the amount of 
annual state aid given to East Amwell Township 
Schools?
A17 The Referendum will have NO impact on the 
annual state aid received by the East Amwell Town-
ship School District. School bond referendums –  

VOTING, VOTER REGISTRATION, VOTING BY MAIL
Q18 Who can vote on the Referendum?
A18 Community members who are aged 18 or older 
and who are registered may vote on the Referendum 
on January 24, 2017. To be eligible to vote, you must 
be registered by Tuesday, January 3, 2017.

Q19 What is the deadline to register to vote in the 
January 24th election?
A19 Tuesday, January 3, 2017

Q20 How do I register to vote?
A20 Voter registration forms are available in the 
district main office or can be downloaded from the 
district website, www.eastamwell.org, where there is a 
link to the Hunterdon County Board of Elections. 

Q21 When and where do I vote on the Referendum?
A21 Vote from 2-8 pm on Tuesday, January 24, 2017. 
East Amwell Township has one polling location, the 
municipal building, 1070 Route 202/31. Absentee 
ballots are available through the Hunterdon County 
Board of Elections.



facilities exceeds the annual 2% budget cap. An approved 
referendum will spread the cost of the upgrades and 
repairs over 15-20 years at a low interest rate.

Equally important, the District will not receive state aid 
if facility upgrades and maintenance are completed 
within the regular yearly operating budget. 

Q5 What is the total amount of the Referendum  
and how much state aid is available?
A5 The Referendum is for $3.8 million. The district is 
eligible to receive $509,000 in state aid on certain por-
tions of the project cost, but only if the referendum is 
approved by voters.

Q6 What are the details of the projects that will  
funded by the Referendum?
A6 East Amwell School is in critical need of basic repairs 
and no-frills upgrades to replace the more than 25-year-
old modular buildings with a permanent, energy-efficient 
structure that meets current state educational facilities 
standards. The older section of the school is in need of 
basic repairs and upgrades, including upgrades to the 
boys and girls bathrooms that date back to 1938. Repairs 
would include replacing the old, deteriorating plumbing 
fixtures and underground piping in the bathrooms with 
safe, water-saving fixtures and piping.

Q7 How large will the permanent structure be that 
replaces the modulars?
A7 The structure will be similar in size to the current 
space; it will replace the modulars, not expand the  
current structure. 

Q8 If the referendum is approved on January 24th, 
when would construction and repairs be completed?
A8 The goal is to have the new, permanent structure 
open for the 2018/2019 School Year.

Q9 Will any other renovations/improvements be  
needed in the near future?
A9 The Board of Education and professional consultants 
have worked diligently to identify the renovations and 
improvements needed to support the District through 
the life of the loan. The Board does NOT anticipate any 
additional major renovations and improvements in the 
foreseeable future. 

Q10 What happens if the total cost of the repairs/
upgrades and permanent structure is more than 
the Referendum authorizes?
A10 State law prohibits the District from spending 
more than that stipulated in the Bond Referendum 
approved by the voters. The Board of Education 
believes the overall project plan includes prudent 
estimates and stresses cost efficiency with its profes-
sionals. In the unlikely event that actual costs exceed 
the gross bond proceeds (in order of consideration), 
the District will search for more efficient means of 
achieving the Referendum’s overall objective, reduce 
project scope, or seek voter approval for additional 
funds. 

Q11 What happens if the costs are less than the 
amount authorized by the Referendum?
A11 State law requires that the District return 
unused bond funds to the taxpayer in the form of 
tax relief. The District is not permitted to utilize the 
bond funds for projects other than those approved 
by voters in the Referendum.

Q12 How will the Referendum impact property 
taxes?
A12 If approved by voters, the Referendum will fund 
the construction, repairs and upgrades at no addi-
tional tax impact to taxpayers. 

Q13 Why does this Referendum not raise  
property taxes?
A13 The Referendum does not raise property taxes, 
because:

•  The District is retiring current debt.

•  The District is eligible to receive $509,000 in state 
aid on certain portions of the project cost, ONLY if 
the Referendum is approved.

•  Interest rates are low; combined with relatively 
low construction costs.

Q14 How does the referendum impact  
property values?
A14 
•  Proximity to high achieving school districts, like 

East Amwell Township School District, is one of 

East Amwell School is in critical need of basic repairs 
 and no-frills upgrades to replace the more than 25- 
year-old modular buildings with a permanent, energy- 
efficient structure that meets current state educational 
facilities standards. The older section of the school is in 
need of basic repairs and upgrades, including upgrades 
to the boys and girls bathrooms that date back to 1938. 

We welcome your questions! Please contact East Amwell 
Township School Superintendent, Ed Stoloski,  
609-782-6464, with additional questions. Thank you!

Q1 Why is a Referendum necessary?
A1 The Referendum will fund the replacement of the 25-
year old modular buildings with a permanent structure, 
and make basic repairs and no-frills upgrades to main-
tain a safe campus, an effective educational environment, 
and energy-efficient facilities. 

Q2 Why now?
A2 The District determined that a referendum was the 
most cost-effective means of maintaining and preserving 
the East Amwell Township School, a community asset.

The Board of Education and administration weighed the 
following factors to make a fiscally and educationally re-
sponsible decision to move forward with the referendum:

›  No additional impact on taxpayers, due to the district 
retiring current debt;

›  State aid totaling $509,000 ONLY if the referendum 
passes;

›  Historically low interest rates; and,

›  Relatively stable construction costs. 

Q3 Are there other steps that could be taken  
instead of a Referendum?
A3 The Board of Education has done everything possi-
ble, to this point, to maintain the aging modulars and 
facilities, particularly the 1938 bathrooms. The Board 
looked at alternatives, including converting the gym or 
other facilities to accommodate classrooms, but it would 
be more expensive. 

Q4 Why can’t repairs and changes be made within the 
annual budget?
A4 The cost to replace the modulars and repair the aging 


